Gentlemen,?I thank you most heartily for having raised me to the presidency of this Society, and I must ever consider it as a high honour to have been deemed worthy, through your kindness, to succeed the eminent men who have occupied this chair and contributed so much to promote and diffuse epidemiological science. I value the compliment the more highly as conferred by a body of gentlemen comprising so many distinguished veterans in sanitary work, who have combated disease and death, some in distant lands and some at home, and who have since availed themselves of the opportunity of learned leisure, and dignified but not inactive retirement, to contribute to this Society, and so to the profession and the public, the matured results of much thoughtful observation and world-wide experience.
During the twenty-three years I have enjoyed the privileges of Associate and office-bearer many changes have occurred in the composition of our Society, and also, to some extent, in its functions and scope of action. In 1862 the science of public medicine had only just begun to show a bold front in our civic polity under Only a few weeks ago we had to lament, in common with the whole country, and I might justly say, the whole world, the loss, in the fulness of age, of a great and good man, who for many years had been one of our hondrary Vice-Presidents. Lord Shaftesbury was the perfect type and pattern of the Christian philanthropist. His name will be long held in veneration, while his noble example will encourage others of his rank to follow in his footsteps, " and, whilst they have time, tp kIo good unto all men"; and will rebuke the rich and luxurious, the idle and selfish, who, with all the advantages of wealth and station, are unprofitable servants, and pass into oblivion unregretted and unlamented. character, or were detained at home for medical treatment, the death-rate on the whole number of cases would be 1,920 in 26,100, or 7 per cent.?a comparatively small mortality, when it is considered how large a proportion of the community remain, through default of parents, unvaccinated, and how few persons, through ignorance, indolence, or perversity, avail themselves of the opportunity of re-vaccination in adolescent or adult life.
In that department of the Civil Service of which I have medical charge, the salutary regulation is enforced of all candidates for admission to permanent employment producing proof of re-vaccination. I have had occasion to examine, in the last three years, 250 adults and boys who have been thus re-vaccinated, and of the whole number I found only 18 in whom the second operation was not successful, notwithstanding their having two, and in some cases four, good cicatrices of infantine vaccination. In not more than three or four of those men and boys did any undue inflammation or other untoward result occur from the operation, although many of them were engaged in manual labour in various capacities at the time. Of the 250 examined?persons from all parts of the United Kingdom?nine who had been vaccinated in infancy had subsequently been attacked with small-pox, and of those who had been vaccinated and re-vaccinated, only three had small-pox in after years. 
